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THE   " GREAT KING,"   LOUIS   XIV   (1643-1715)

BUT few coincidences are more remarkable
than that which links October 24, 1648, with
January 80, 1649. German Protestants were
yielding submission to the civil magistrate
at the moment when English Puritans were
beheading their King in front of Whitehall.
At Naseby the Ironsides trained by Cromwell
had dashed to pieces the old Csesarism,
which claimed to establish, and thereby to
enslave, religion. On that stricken field the
Declaration of Independence was born. In5
all countries, too, wiiere penal legislation
pressed hard on Catholics, an escape was
sought. Jesuit arguments anticipated the
Whig limits to State authority; while in
Maryland the famous Act of Toleration,
likewise drawn up in 1649, announced that
Catholics and Protestants could live in peace
under the same laws. This was not a Puritan
measure but was due to Lord Baltimore,
whose father had joined the Roman Church.
He " was the first," says Bancroft, " to make
religious freedom the basis of the State.'3

Religious unity was declared to be impos-
sible by the Acts of Westphalia.    Cromwell